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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


FTER conference and _ prayer 
with a Catholic priést who de- 

sired to leave the Roman Church if 
the way should open for him to do 
so, he said, “Life is a mystery, and 
religion the greatest mystery of all.” 
In his conception religion was some- 
thing vague and indefinite which no 
one could comprehend. When con- 
sidered subjectively, however, he was 
led to see that it consisted in the re- 
lation between man and God, and the 
consciousness of this relation re- 
moved the veil of mystery—accord- 
ing to your faith be it done unto you. 
The greatest mystery in life or re- 
ligion is the love of God for sinful 
man. He first loved us. That is the 
the that 
brought from heaven to earth. 


good news, Gospel was 


And 
every human being, whatever his 
God 
Love begets love, and when the di- 


vine 


condition, can say, loves me. 


love enters the heart of man, 
then the first and greatest command- 
ment fulfilled—“Thou shalt 


love the Lord, thy God,” and the re- 


can be 


is €s- 
That 
is religion, personal religion, the gift 


lation between man and God 


tablished in its completeness. 


of God to man. 
The duty of man to love God be 
cause He loved us, and sent His Son 


to be the propitiation for our sins, 
was emphasized by the older theo- 
logians, and people believed they 
were justified by faith and had the 
assurance of salvation through the 
finished work of Christ. “By grace 
ye are saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God; not of works, lest 


any man 


should boast.” But the new theology, 


in which what is new is not true, and 
what is true is not new, emphasizes 
what l.ord calls the second 
commandment—“Thou shalt love thy 


hu- 


our 


neighbor as thyself,’ and great 
manitarian works are the result. The 
the 
The 
old Gospel had it: “This is life etern- 
al, that they might know Thee, the 
only 


spiritual life is subordinated to 
material well being of humanity. 


(sod, and Christ 


whom Thou hast 


true Jesus 


sent.” Humanita- 
rianism and philanthropy cannot be a 
substitute for such knowledge. This 
is admirably set forth by Captain A. T. 
Mahan in the address which he de- 
the Church Club in this 
city on March 25, and which appears 
on page tor. Captain Mahan is a 
member of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and the highest authority on 
naval architecture in this country. 
His words will have a good effect on 
all the churches. 


livered at 
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Faith and Works. 

The second commandment follows 
the first, as works follow faith. A 
Christian who is not zealous of good 
works is in a dangerous condition. 
“We are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them,” and our 
faith is seen by our works. Good 
works do not assure us of salvation, 
but we do good works because we 
have received the gift of God in the 
assurance of salvation—‘Freely ye 
have received, freely give.” But the 
Roman Catholic Church teaches that 
salvation can be earned by doing 
what the priests command. Do pen- 
ance, go to mass, go to confession, 
pray to the saints, fast during Lent, 
and you will have “merits” that will 
entitle you to salvation. In passing 
through this world a person cannot 
do too much good, but priestly con- 


ceptic yn of doing good is perverted. 


Cardinal Gibbons Sick. 

As this issue of the Magazine goes 
the announce that 
Cardinal Gibbons is confined to his 
bed by sickness. Hence the 
“Letter” to him is postponed. 


to press, papers 


usual 

We 
death 
would leave us without a “Prince of 
the Church” to whom we could ad- 
dress public letters. If he 


hope he will recover, as his 


should 
pass away Archbishop Ireland would 
have a good chance of being a Cardin- 
al. It was announced last month that 


Cardinal Gibbons had been to see 


President Roosevelt, but the nature 


of his business 


was not disclosed. 
Evidently the interview was not sat- 
isfactory to the Cardinal, for he was 
taken sick afterward. If he 


should die, we would be compelled to 


soon 


address a monthly letter to the Pope. 


He has just completed his silver jubi- 
lee as Pope of Rome, and though 
he is ninety-three years old, he says 
he is going to live to be a hundred. 


The Papal Invasion. 

France, a Catholic country, “the 
eldest daughter of the Church,” 
knows what Roman Catholicism is, 
and to preserve the life of the Repub- 
lic, is executing the law, enacted by 
the votes of the people, to “regulate” 
the religious orders. Thus far no ex- 
pulsion has taken place, the govern- 
ment hoping that the orders would 
be amenable to the wishes of the 
French people as expressed in the 
elections, and conform to the law. 
But they have proved contumacious 
and have determined to leave France. 

Where will they go? Roman Cath- 
olic countries like 
Italy, 


Austria, Spain, 
Jelgium, do not want them. 
They have enough of them aiready. 
Indeed, Spain is following the ex- 
ample of France in trying to rid her- 
self of the monastic plague. Priest- 
ridden Ireland does not want them, 
and the Swiss Council has passed a 
law that forbids the 
French monks and 
Republic. 


entrance of 
nuns into that 
Catholic countries having 
been closed against them, they turn 
to the Protestants for refuge. Hun- 
dreds of them have settled in Eng- 
land, and thousands are coming to 
the United States. Last month a dis- 
patch from Rome said: “Rev. John 
A. Zahm, of Notre Dame, Indiana, 
had arranged for the transfer of 400 
brothers and 600 sisters to different 
parts of the United States and Can- 
ada. About 200,000 monks and nuns, 
of all orders, will, it is expected, 
leave France, owing to the strict en- 
forcement of the laws.” 














Americans do not Protest. 


There seems to be no way of pre- 
venting these monks and nuns from 
coming here. The immigration laws 
do not affect them. They will estab- 
lish houses like those of the Good 
Shepherd in Nancy, where the un- 
fortunate inmates have been worked 
to death, and they will open schools 
which, after a time, the State will be 
asked to support. No voice has been 
raised in the press against this papal 
invasion, and public men have too 
much regard for the “Catholic vote” 
to utter a protest. Let us hope that 
God will overrule the present condi- 
tion of affairs in our country, and 
that people will wake up to realize 
what the Church of Rome is doing 
in the United States. 


The Roman Church In Politics. 


The banding together of scores of 
Roman Catholic societies for politi- 
cal purposes has not been in vain, 
according to a Roman Catholic paper, 
the Dominicana, which says: 


“It is needless to assert that since 
the inception of the Federation move- 
ment, Archbishop Ryan, of Philadel- 
phia, and Mr. Bonaparte, of Balti- 
more, have been appointed the first 
Catholic members of the Board of 
Indian Commissioners; that a Catho- 
lic has been appointed for the office 
of Assistant Postmaster-General ; 
that a graduate of the Georgetown 
Catholic University has been ap- 
pointed one of the private secretaries 
of President Roosevelt; that several 
Catholic chaplains have been ap- 
pointed in our army, and that other 
notable personages have deservedly 
received positions of trust. Do not 
these results, speaking louder than 
words, tell us what united action— 


what a Federation of Catholic so- 
cieties can accomplish?” 
Another paper published by the 
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scolds President 
Roosevelt for eulogizing John Wesley 
at the great Methodist meeting in this 
city last month. While our Presi- 
dent pleases the Roman Catholics and 
places them in high official positions 
he is a great and good man, but if 
he says a word in favor of Protestant- 
ism he is reviled. 


Dominican Order 


No Union of Church and State. 


It is estimated that the Roman 
Catholic Church can control 2,000,000 
votes in the United States, and of 
course the politicians must take ac- 
count of such a factor in deciding 
elections. But when a man is pre- 
sented for office because he is a Ro- 
man Catholic he should be told that 
his Church is the only one in this 
country that uses religion for political 
purposes, and that there must be no 
union of Church and State in our Re- 
public. We speak from experience 
when we say that the greatest hind- 
rance to the work for the conversion 
of the Roman Catholics is found in 
the recognition of the political power 
of the Church of Rome by our public 
men. There is more danger to the 
Republic from “accommodating Prot- 


estants,” .who favor 


Roman 
Church in various ways and discour- 
age spiritually-minded 
Catholics from seeking the way of 


the 
intelligent, 


God, than from any other quarter. 
When Catholics are converted they 
are good, upright citizens. In the 
hands of the priests everybody knows 
what When 


support 


they are. 
withhold 


Protestants 
their the 
agents of Rome there will be a great 


that Church. Now a 


from 


exodus from 


Catholic has to fight his way out of 
it to get into the fold of Christ. 
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The Los von Rom Movement. 


the 


Statistics, we 


Notwithstanding proverbial 


dryness of are confi- 
dent our readers will be pleased with 
the figures that record the conver- 
sions from the Catholic 
Church in Austria. They are taken 
from an article in the Belfast MW itness, 
March 1903. the 


papers in Ireland, the 


Roman 


20, one of best 


and author, 


Mr. Bain, has proved his competency 


to write on the subject by an exhaus- 
tive study of the conditions that exist 
He 


deals with facts and figures, but in a 
sympathetic that 


in Austria and its dependencies. 


spirit warms the 


} -+ 
neart. 


Quiet Conversions. 


The magnitude of the “Away From 


Rome” movement cannot be meas- 
ured by figures, though the numbers 
that have been recorded are imposing. 
As Mr. Bain says, many have left the 
Catholic Church without 
formally declaring themselves Protes- 
tants. 


Roman 
They are regular attendants 
but for 
prudential reasons have not vet reg- 


istered. 


at the Protestant services, 
This registration is a seri- 
ous matter in a Catholic country like 
Austria. A Protestant is never per- 
secuted for going over to Rome, but 
a Catholic who becomes a Protestant 
is sure to meet with opposition and 
persecution from his former friends. 
Protestants pity their friends who be- 
come Catholics 
and ill-treat those 


get 


Papists : condemn 
who leave them to 
nearer to God through Christ 
alone. the United States 
Catholics who — think 
themselves Protestant 


Here in 
intelligent 


for attend 


Churches in large numbers with- 


out announcement of their 


Not a day 


public 


change of faith. passes 


but we hear of some quiet con- 

the Roman Catho- 
and_ the pastors of 
churches of all denominations testify 
to the numbers of Catholics that at- 
tend their services and are received 
their churches. The number 
would be larger if more interest were 
shown in the spiritual welfare of the 
Roman Catholics. 


versions from 


lic Church, 


into 


Catholics Like the Magazine. 


One of writes: 
“The Magazine is doing good among 


the Catholics. 


our subscribers 
A neighbor of mine 
He 
used to be an altar boy, waiting on 
the priest at mass. He had no Bible 
in those days, but he has one now, 
and knows how to use it, for he has 
been 


is the son of Catholic parents. 


converted. Recently I gave 
him some reading matter, and among 
the papers were copies of Tur Con- 
VERTED CAaTHOLic, which he read 
with pleasure, and then passed them 


on to 


some Catholic 


young ladies. 
one of whom was an inveterate novel 
reader. She threw her novels aside, 
declaring she would read no more of 
them while she could get as good 
reading as there was in those Maga- 
zines, 

This Catholic 
a man of strong convictions, afraid 


converted friend is 
of no one, and wonderfully wise in 
dealing with Roman Catholics on the 
subject of religion. He does not ar- 


gue with them; nor does he show 


them the error of their ways; but he 
quotes Scripture to them and tells 
them of salvation as it is in Jesus 
Christ, and how they can get it. | 
earnestly hope he may be able to do 
much with THE 


good CONVERTED 


CATHOLIC. 









. . 
Personal Religion. 
BY CAPTAIN ALFRED ‘ae 
UNITED STATES NAVY. 


MAHAN, 


At the present time there seems to 
be a relative falling off in the num- 
ber of church members and a decrease 
in the number of clergymen. 

The call to the ministry with few 
exceptions, has always been a call to 
self-denial and to at least compara- 
tive poverty. The failure of the sup- 
ply, however, analyzed in detail, is 
due primarily to two features—to the 
absence of the impelling motives, the 
inward call, which means absence of 
spiritual response to the voice of God, 
or else to the want of that spiritual 
vigor which, seeing the path of duty, 
does not shrink from the privations 
entailed. 

The decline in the supply of the 
Christian ministry I regard, there- 
fore, as symptomatic of decline in 
spiritual life and aspiration in the 
Christian body. 

It is open to say that the habits of 
social life to-day makes it less natural 
than a generation ago for a man to 
associate himself with a_ religious 
body, without being himself a relig- 
ious man at heart. 

Be this as it may, it is scarcely con- 
ceivable that God is denying to our 
generation the men fitted for pastors 
That 
they do not come forward is attribut- 
able, I believe, to the fact that the 


body itself is deficient in the spirit- 


and preachers of His word. 


ual vigor which would communicate 
to them the needed impulse. 

If this be so, why is it so? Why is 
Christian impulse languid or defec- 
tive? The advance of science, by 
which God is revealing to us more 
and more of the secondary causes 
which 


inter- 


intervene, or seem to 
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vene, between Him and His creation, 
obscuring Himself to some eyes; the 
criticism of the Bible which seems to 
make some radical 


necessary very 


modification of ideas— 
which being ours were not necessa- 
rily God's 


our former 


concerning the nature of 
His revelation in His word. 

These are two conspicuous features 
in our present surroundings, constitu- 
ents in our spiritual atmosphere, in- 
evitably affecting our personal spirit- 
ual life. 

Their apparent effect is to weaken 
the position Christianity has hereto- 
fore occupied; and, as men generally 
their 
actual effect has been to sap the faith 


are governed by appearances 


of some and doubtless to hinder some, 
perhaps many, who would have found 
their way to the fold of Christ 

In short, the attitude of these ques- 
tions as apparent toward Christianity, 
is that of attack, and 
Christianity in dealing with them too 


aggressive ; 


easily assumes the bare defensive. 

In my judgment, the Church of to- 
day, laity and clergy, have made the 
capital mistake in generalship of re- 
the Command- 
ments of the law, the two fundament- 


versing two great 
al principles of her war, established 
by Christ Himself. Practically, as I 
‘bserved, the laity hold and the clergy 
that and great com- 
mandment is: “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as_ thyself.” Incidentally 
is admitted, “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God.” 


teach the first 


thereto, it 


It is, of course, tco egregious an 
absurdity openly to call that the Sec- 
ond Commandment. It is 


quietly 


simply 
relegated to a_ secondary 
place. 

If, however, you dispute the al- 
leged fact that the love of man is to- 
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day put before the love of God, I ap- 
peal to consciousness. 
What is the ideal Christian life as it 
presents itself to you? 

Has not the world within the last 
thirty years learned from the Church 
that man’s personal piety is a matter 
of small consequence alongside of his 
external benevolent activities? Has 
not the Church come to teach, 
consciously or unconsciously, that 
external activities, outward  be- 
nevolence, are not merely the 
fruit—for that they are—of Christian 
life, but the Christian life itself ?—that 
doing these things is the all-sufficient 
living before God? Is not the judg- 
ment of the world expressed in the 
words of indifferent contempt for a 
man who is trying to save his own 
soul? 

And yet what is a man’s soul? It 
is the one thing inexpressibly dear to 
God, for which, if there had been but 
one, He was content to give His 
Son, and this he has intrusted to man 
as his own particular charge. 


your own 


The remedy for present conditions 
is the restoration of personal religion, 
the direct relation of the individual 
soul to God, to that primary place in 
the Christian economy which it has 
momentarily lost, and 
their 
those 


relegate to 
consideration all 
works. which 


How 


subordinate 
external 
usurped its place. 


have 
shall this 
be done? For answer let me give a 


little of my own experience. 

I happened one week day in Lent 
into a church in Boston. The preach- 
er—I have never known his name— 
interested me throughout; but one 
phrase only has remained: “Thou 
shalt call His name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people’—here he lifted 


up his hands—‘“not from hell, but 


from their sins.” Almost the first 
words of the first Gospel. I had seen 
them for years, but at last I perceived 
them. Scales seemed to fall from my 
eyes, and I began to see Jesus Christ 
and life as I had never seen them be- 
fore. I was then about thirty. 

Personal religion is but the co-op- 
eration of man’s will with the power 
of Jesus Christ that man’s soul, man’s. 
whole being, may be saved, not for his 
own profit chiefly, but that he may 
lay it, thus redeemed, thus exalted, 
at the feet of Him who loved him 
and gave Himself for him. 

As believers in Christ, we can see 
no security for the civilization which 
has grown up around the faith in 
Him and has prospered nowhere else 
and under no other conditions, if 
that faith ceases to spread. Such ap- 
parent cessation—momentary only, 
let us hope—is the cause of this paper. 
There is but one condition, however, 
that can cause such decay, and that 
is the failure of Christian duty to pre- 
sent Jesus Christ as He is to those 
who are not Christians; but such fail- 
ure is inevitable if the Christian finds 
his Christian life to consist in any 
amount of humanitarian work of or- 
ganization for benevolence or social 
utility. These things are the fruit, 
not the life. 


—_———_+o_____- 


The Conversion of Catholics. 


BY L. L. ZBORAY. 


I am very glad that there is such 
a magazine as THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, going about doing good 
in certain lines of work where it is 
most needed; that is, to help Roman 
Catholics to find the right path. 

May God bless the Magazine and 
its editor to bring many souls irom 
the darkness of Romanism into the 
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liberty of the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

My heart goes out in sympathy to- 
wards all Roman Catholics, from the 
Pope down ‘to his least follower. I 
was myself a Roman Catholic, and 
as I have full knowledge of the teach- 
ings of the Church, I can sympathize 
deeply with those poor souls. 

You evidently know what the con- 
dition of a poor Roman Catholic soul 
is; and that it is impossible for him 
to get out of it unless the power of 
God takes hold of him, and lifts him 
up out of the horrid pit of super- 
sition and formalism and leads him 
into a proper conception of the plan 
of salvation. 

It takes the power of God to do 
this. Because God is justice itself, 
His power is limited to the extent 
that He cannot help us unless we are 
willing that He should do so. He 
does nothing for us by force, but as 
soon as we turn to Him, and commit 
ourselves into His hands, and claim 
His promises given in the Bible, He 
is ready to do more than we can ask 
or think. 

}efore my conversion | was as zeal- 
ous a Roman Catholic as ever lived. 
I heard my mother say that was the 
only Church, religious 
teachers taught me the same thing, 
and I believed it until I found out 
the facts for myself. Then I 
covered that mother had been 
mistaken in what she had taught me, 
and that she knew nothing more than 
she had been told by her own parents. 
Thousands of people only inherit 
their religion from their parents, not 
knowing that the real religion of 
Jesus Christ does not run in family 
blood. It is, however, a personal 
matter for each individual, who must 


true my 


dis- 
my 
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seek it for himself at the hands of the 
Lord Jesus. 

When my religious teachers told 
me that the Bible was a divine record, 
I began to read the Bible for myself. 
After studying it for a while, I found 
that the Holy Ghost as a person, is 
the real teacher of the Book. I at 
once besought His presence and that 
He would teach me and lead me into 
all truth, and He did so. The plan of 
salvation was as plain to me twelve 
years ago as it is to-day, through the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit; and al- 


though He has taught me many 


things out of the Bible since, He is 
still my teacher, and will be as long 


as I live. 

Since I began to read the Bible I 
have read the doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and I can see the 
inconsistency of the teachings of that 
Church. 

I came to the conclusion that those 
men who had written those doctrines 
might have had good intentions to 
begin with; but that they either did 
not have the Holy Spirit for their 
teacher, or that they did not wait long 
enough to be instructed of Him, but 
interpolate certain 
thoughts after their own imagina- 
tions, and called their errors “in- 
fallibility.” For this cause I believe, 
God has given them up (Romans, 
3-12): 
faise- 


proceeded to 


Xvili, 32; 2 Thessalonians,. ii, 
hence all their contradiction, 
hood and inconsistency. 

Let us pray God that He will save 
the Roman Catholic people out of 
their lost condition, and lead them 
into the light and safety of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

West Pittston, Pa. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION WORK. 


The priest who delivered an ad- 
dress at the services in the Mission 
last month is making excellent prog- 
ress in the study of the Bible and in 
learning the true Christian life. It. is 
a privilege to help such men to come 
out of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and a great blessing when they make 
good use of the opportunities af- 
forded them. Christ’s Mission has been 
signally favored in this respect. The 
priests who are converted there are 
taught the essentials of the Christian 
religion, which they had not learned 
in their Roman theology, and by sym- 
pathy and kindness they are helped 
and encouraged to persevere in the 
Christian life. A priest who is not 
commended by the Mission and for 
whom it is not responsible may do 
should be 
amenable to the rules and dise‘pline 


well in seculer life, but he 


of whatever church he becomes a 


member. Protest- 


ant Christian work, giving evidence 
of sound 


If he continues in 


conversion, he is always 


considered one of the Mission family. 
At one of the Sunday evening ser 


vices in the Mission chapel last 


month Pastor ©'’Connor in his ser 


mon quoted 2 Peter iii:9. and re- 


ferred to a man who had frequent 


called at the Mission and 


guidance and who had been always 


for help 


kindly received, though he sometimes 
sorely tried the patience of some of 
the workers. But, said Mr. O’Con- 
nor, though the man had been a con- 
vict, he had repented and had faith 
in God, and as long as that faith held 
out the promise: of God would ‘be 
fulfilled in his case. Not until the 
meeting was over did Pastor O’Con- 
nor learn that the poor man was at 
the service. « His 


presence had not 
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been expected, but the lesson drawn 
from his case was not lost on him, 
and his face shown with hope. 


——————»- oe ____ 


400 Conversions. 


At the New York Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church held in 
Poughkeepsie the first week of this 
month, Bishop C. C. McCabe called 
attention to a report in the morning 
papers that a ritualistic minister of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Boston had “gone over to Rome,” 
and commented on the assiduity of 
the Jesuits in exploiting such cases 
in the daily press. Then he told the 
reporters to note the fact that 400 
Roman Catholics had recently been 
received into the Methodist Church, 
and no mention of such conversions 
was made by the papers. 


rill’ WORK IN PORTO RICO. 
Doubtless Bishop McCabe referred 


Porto Rico 
Lambert, the 


to the work in 
Rev. A. 


priest, is 


where 
converted 
laboring so successfully 
The site for his church in Arecibo has 
been secured, and as soon as some 
money is in hand as a start for the 
church, work on the building will be 
commenced. 


THE WORK IN PITTSTON, 


The site for the Italian Protestant 


Church in Pittston, Pa.. where Rev. 
A. Milanesi is working so energeti 
cally and with such marked success, 
has been paid, and a fund has beer 
started for a building that will be a 
church home and a school for those 
Italian miners. Mr. Milanesi is also 
a converted priest who came to 
Christ’s Mission in 1896. It was at 
the suggestion of Pastor O’Connor 
that Mr. Milanesi selected a location 
in the Italian quarter in Pittston for 













a building, and at the opening of the 
new year Christ’s Mission sent him 
fifty dollars, which had been contrib- 
uted by the author of “How He Made 
His Fortune,” a delightful story of 
the mining region. Miss De Witt also 
contributed fifty copies of her book 
for the benefit of the Italian work in 


Pittston. This good lady also inter- 
ested friends in Philadelphia and 
ljarrisburg who have helped the 


work in Pittston. 

As previously stated, the work in 
Porto Rico and that in Pittston, 
the pastors are converted 
priests, will, we hope, be remembered 
by the friends of Christ’s Mission. 

oiscicemaaiilnlisidinmatane 
Catholics Converted. 

Public mention is not made of all 
the priests who come to Christ’s Mis- 
sion for guidance and help toward a 
better life. Neither do the churches 
publish the names of priests who be- 


where 


come members unless they engage in 
religious work. We have knowledge 
of many such cases. It is a pleasure, 
however, to find such an item as the 
following in a Church paper. A 
friend in Philadelphia sends us a copy 
of the Bethany Messenger, the 
official paper of Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Montgomery avenue and 
Twenty-fifth street, Philadelphia, in 
the issue of which for February 8, 
1903, we find this ‘Pastoral Note:” 


Not all of our people are aware of 
the fact that one of our own members 
was at one time a Franciscan monk 
and a priest in the Roman Catholic 
Church. We refer to Brother H. 
Albert Buhler, who gave us a lecture 
on “From Paganism to the Cross,” 
or the story of his life, on Monday 
evening, January 19. 

It was the pastor’s pleasure to re- 
ceive into the membership of Bethany 
a lady 77 years old who has been a 
member of the Catholic Church. We 


ve'comre her to our communion. 
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A Call to Work. 


Some of the difficulties of a work 
like this can be understood from the 
following letter from a 
minister in Connecticut. 


venerable 
The Church 
of Rome is reaping a harvest in the 
United States while Protestantism is 
asleep. 

“I am greatly interested in your 
work. I have been in the 
thick of the fight for a number of 


good 


yvears—indeed for the greater part of 
my ministry, but I am now too far 
advanced in years to be of mucli ser- 
vice, 

“It is my continual surprise that so 
comparatively few of our Protestant 
ministers seem awake to the impend- 
ing struggle, and that so many of 
them have ceased to protest or are 
covertly in sympathy with Romanism. 
The 
forces of evil are acting while Pro- 
testants 


This is no time for neutrality. 
slumber. Elijahs are few, 
but it will soon be time for the “seven 
thousand” to declare themselves. The 
hierarchical powers are consistent in 
that they are Romanists 365 days in 
the year. Protestants ceasing to pro- 
test against the wrongs of Romanism 
cease to be Protestants except in 
Indeed, from much that we 
hear, it would seem as if she is some- 
thing of the past; that protest and 
remonstrance are no longer needed. 


“Ee Ghee 


name. 


\fter this month something must 
be done to remind 
have 


our subscribers 


that the 
Magazine cannot possibly continue to 


who not renewed, 
be sent to them unless they help on 
the work by their subscriptions. Their 
co-operation is needed, and it will be 
productive of the best results in mis- 
sionary work in our own country. 
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REASONS FOR LEAVING THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


An Address Delivered at the Services in Christ's Mission by Gregory Salas. 


WAS born in Saragossa, Spain, in 
| 1876, of Roman Catholic parents, 
and began my ecclesiastical studies 
in the seminary of that city, where I 
took courses in Latin, literature, the 
sciences, philosophy and theology. 
Afterward I learned the French and 
Italian languages. Four years ago I 
went to Mexico City, where I entered 
the missionary college of St. Joachim 
and St. Joseph, in which institution 
I taught French and 
studied more theology and church 


Latin and 


history. From this college I was 
transferred to the house of the same 
order at Rome, Italy, to finish my 
studies for the priesthood. 


doubts of the 


But many 
Roman Catholic faith 
having entered my mind, I left the 
college and came to New York. 
And now, thanks to the kindness of 
Pastor O'Connor, of this mission, I 
am able to say that I am free from the 
darkness, superstition and idolatry of 
the Roman Catholic Church, where 
I was held in slavery. I have learned 
that only the blood of Christ can save 
me and wash away my sins. 
able 
either to know or to love my Saviour, 


Some time ago I was not 
although I was a member of a mis- 
sionary institute at Rome, where I 
studied moral theology in order to 
become a priest. 

God sent the light to me in the Bi- 
ble, and the Bible, being His own 
read 
“All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God and is 


word, taught me the truth. I 
the words of Paul: 


profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness: That the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 


all good works (II Tim. iii, 16, 17).” 
When I read this I asked: Why have 
all the Popes from Silvester I, in A.D. 
430, down to Leo XIII, forbidden the 
circulation of the Bible in the com- 
mon language of the people? Are 
they wiser than Christ, who said: 
“Search the Scriptures (John v, 39)?” 
Beginning to think then that there 
must be something wrong in the Ro- 
man Church, I began to imitate the 
noble brothers of Berea, who 
searched the Scriptures daily (Acts 
xvii, 11), and when I compared the 
Gospel of Christ with the Pope’s doc- 
trines and practices, I found that the 
Roman Church was far the 
truth, 

The Pope said: “I am the Pontiff, 
the high priest, the Vicar of Christ.” 
The Holy Scripture taught me the 
contrary. “We have 


from 


such a high 


priest, who is sitting on the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in the heavens; a minister of the sanc- 


and of the true 
the Lord pitched, 


man (Heb. viii, 1).” 


tuary tabernacle, 

and not 
Then no man 
can make a pontiff, and no man can 
God 
“Thou art a priest forever 
after the order of Melchisedec (He. 
vii, 1).” Is the Pope the Vicar of 
Christ? “No,” said the Bible in re- 
ply. Before leaving this world Christ 
said to his disciples: “The Father 
another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you forever; 


which 


be a pontiff, because 
Christ: 


said to 


shall give you 
he shall bring all things to your re- 
membrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you (John xiv, 16, 26).” Then 
God has not appointed any one as 
high priest or vicar: The priest is 
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Christ, and the vicar is the Holy 
Ghost. Consequently the Pope is as 
fallible as myself. 

Afterward, I came to the so-called 
sacraments. First baptism, and then 
the Roman 
Church, are the two sacraments insti- 
tuted for the forgiveness of our sins. 
But in the Gospel I never read that 
cither baptism or repentance saves 
the sinner. “Whoso 
Christ shall receive remission of sins 
(Act. x, 43).” 


repentance, teaches 


believeth in 


By Christ all who be- 
justified (Act. xiv, 39). 
“He that believeth on the Son of God 


lieve are 
hath everlasting life (John iii, 36).” 
“Whosoever Him 
[Christ] should not perish, but have 


everlasting life (John iii, 16).” 


believeth in 


Then 
it is evident that the remission of sins 
comes from Christ through faith in 
Him, and not at all through baptism, 
which, with repentance, are only two 
instructions of the Gospel. In regard 
to confirmation administered by the 
bishop to those who have been bap- 
tized I could find no sacrament nor 
commandment in all the New Testa- 
ment. But I learned “the God of all 
grace make you _ perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you (I Peter v, 10).” 

Before investigating the reality of 
the mass and communion my fear was 
great, and | prayed that the Holy 
Ghost would enlighten my intellect; 
and when I read that, 1st, “We are 
sanctified through the offering of the 
all; 
2d, “That Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of many,” and that, 3d, 
“Now where remission of 
there is no more offering for sin 
(Heb. x, 10; ix, 28; x, 18),” 
words gave me such a certainty that 
from that day I ceased to attend the 
mass, which is not necessary, and, 
more than that, is an idolatry. 


body of Jesus Christ once for 


sins iS, 


these 
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As to the communion or transub- 
stantiation, as it is called in the Ro- 
man Church—the miracle of changing 


the bread and wine into the body and 
blood of Christ with soul and divinity 
—I realized that, when Christ said: 
“Except you eat the flesh of the son 
of man and drink his blood, you have 
no life in (John vi, 53),” He 
A little before He 
“The bread of God is he 


you 
spoke figuratively. 
had said: 
which cometh down from heaven and 
giveth life unto the world (John vi, 
23).” “I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger, and 
he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst (John vi, 34).” 
of faith. 
his actual be dy. 
His 


the word, 


Here he spoke 
If we want to eat, it is not 
What are we to eat? 
word. “In the beginning was 
the 
God, and the word was God, and the 
flesh, and dwelt 
(John i, 1, 14).” Then we 
must eat the word of God, we must 


and word was with 


word was made 


among us 


believe in Christ who is the word of 
God. Finally our Saviour, in order to 
remove any possible doubt, conclud- 
ed: “It is the Spirit that quickeneth; 
the flesh profiteth nothing: the words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit 
and they are life (John vi, 63).” Then 
my conclusion was that the transub- 
stantiation of the Roman Church is an 
idolatry. 


Besides, the priests have 


nothing to offer. Christ made the of- 
fering and sacrifice for sin once for 
all. And He has never instituted any 
priest. 

With regard to purgatory, I could 
not find a single word in the whole 
Bible to show that it even exists; and 
as to the confession of sins to a priest, 
I read only that “the blood of Jesus 
sin (I 


Christ made “reconcilia- 


Christ cleanseth us from all 


John 1, 7).” 
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tion for the sins of the people (Heb. 
ii, 17).” Christ had “by Himself 
purged our sins (Heb. i, 3).” In 
Christ “we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac- 
cording to the riches of His grace 
(Eph. 1, 7).” Then the Church of 
Rome is wrong when it tells its people 
to believe in purgatory and confess 
their sins to a priest because accord- 
ing to these passages Christ is our 
sacrifice, and by His blood our sins 
are forgiven by God. 

At last I came to the worship and 
intercession of Mary and saints, and I 
was very much surprised to read that 
“there is one God and one mediator 
between God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus (Tim. ii, 5).” “We have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous (1 John ii, 1).” “There 
is none other name heaven 
given ‘among men, whereby we must 
be saved (Act. iv, 12).” Then neither 


under 


Mary nor saints can be our advocate, 
for Jesus Christ alone is our mediator. 
Having reached this point, the truth 
was unveiled to me. Only one doubt 
remained, and that was as to my com- 
petence to interpret the Bible. In 
searching the Scriptures I found the 
answer: “The anointing which ye 
have received of God abideth in you, 
and ye need not that any man teach 
(I John ii, 27).” “Believe not 
every spirit, but try the spirits wheth- 
er they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. 
(I John iv,)” Consequently I want 
no Pope and no priest. The Bible 
itself, with the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost, teaches me the truth, and I 
that the Roman 
Church is accursed by the words of 
Paul: 


ve yu 


concluded finally 


“But though we, or an angel 


from heaven, preach any other Gospel 
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unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed (Galat. i, 8).” And, friends, 
that is exactly what Rome has done. 
That Church is not in harmony and 
conformity with the Gospel of Christ. 

I decided, therefore, that | could 
not conscientiously continue in that 
missionary institute. I asked permis- 
sion of Cardinal Gotti to leave it, and 
when he granted it I turned my back 
upon the comforts and conveniences 
of St. Joseph’s Mexican Missionary 
College, where soon I would be an 
honored priest, and left Rome, ex 
claiming as Paul did, on the road to 
Damascus: “Lord, what 
have me do? (Act ix, 6).” 

I came to this city, and Satan has 
often tempted and assailed me, but 
‘THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, some 
literature and the instructions of Pas- 
tor O’Connor have comforted me and 
established me in the faith. 

To-day I am a new creature. 
a Christian. 


wilt thou 


[ am 
And I avail myself of 
this opportunity to ask your prayers 
for the conversion of Roman priests, 
for my perseverance in the faith and 
fidelity to my calling. From my child- 
hood [ have heard the words of 
Christ: ‘Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature 
(Mark xvi, 16).” It has been always 
my wish to become a missionary in 
heathen lands, an apostle of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
blessed forever and ever. 
ntiaieeeslalie ; 

A Corsican seminarist, after three 
years of experience in the Roman in- 
ner flock, having found that the Ro- 
man priesthood, for which he was 
preparing, does not lead to God, as 
expected, ended his career abruptly 
and wrote to the Paris Signal: “I 
have seen and have been disap- 
pointed. Henceforth I shall walk in 
the steps of Jesus and his Apostles.” 
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MONTHLY ECHOES. 


From the Protestant and Roman Catholic 
World. 


BY REV. A. MILANESI. 


Guglionesi, an Italian town with a 


population of 6,000, now contains 


Protestant Chris- 


And it is only 


more than 2,000 


tians. three years 
since the first Christians went there 
from America. 

During the year 1902 the Metho 
dist Episcopal Church added _ to its 
roll in souls, all 


verts from the Roman Church. 


Brazil 1,097 con 

Five hundred persons attended the 
anniversary service of the Protestant 
Church at Porto de Campeche, 
Mexico. 

A movement has been started by 
the Protestants in Italy to stamp out 
swearing in public. Something of the 


kind 


great blessing. 


here in America would be a 
A cross has been planted by the 
of Villa 


on the spot where a number of Bibles 


Passionist Fathers, Canale, 


had found 


their way into some of the Catholic 


and Testaments which 


homes, were once piled up and 
burned to “the glory of God.” 

The Gospel is fast gaining ground 
Italy. ‘The 


which are very well attended, are at 


in Fontevivo, services 
present being held in a former Ro 
man Catholic Church. 

Trouble the 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in 
the Fiji Island, as a the 
burning of 300 Bibles by the Catho- 


has arisen between 


result of 
lics. Those priests are ever the same 
in their opposition to the Word of 
God. 

In the Chamber of Deputies, of 
France, a motion of M. Sembat, So 
cialist, providing for the suppression 
of the French embassy to the Vati 
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can, after being opposed by M. Del- 
casse as “premature” during the ex- 
istence of the Concordat, de- 
feated by 325 to 215 votes. A major- 
ity of only 


was 


100 is nov very bad for 
“Catholic” 
is so often declared to be. 

Rev. .\. Moss 
dena, Cal., is doing a blessed work 
among the 45,000 Mexican Catholics 
in Southern 


such a nation as France 


Merwin, of Passa- 


There are 
three organized Spanish churches al- 
ready, and the glad tidings is con- 
stantly faithfully 

nounced in a dozen mors 


California. 


and being = an- 
towns. 
l‘orty Sisters of the Order of the 
Daughters of Jesus have left Brest, 
l'rance, owing to the closing of their 
establishments, bound for this coun- 
try. Many hundreds more will fol- 
low to swell the 118 orders of women 
the the Roman 


Catholic Church in the United States, 


under control of 
with their thousands of nuns and sis- 
ters. 

Minister Barthon, of 
the orders 
were being discussed in the Chamber, 


l‘ormer 


lrance, while religious 


attacked them as representing the 


negation of human liberty and the 


abdication of individual personality. 


“The congregations,” he added, “de- 
pend on their chiefs residing in, or 
taking their orders from Rome, and 
cannot therefore have as much in- 
terest in the Republic or be as loyal 
and sincere toward it as they ought 
to be.” 

It is possible that the Pope may 
relieve Prince Maximilian, of Saxony, 
of his vows of priesthood, should it 
become necessary in order to assure 
the succession to the Saxon throne. 
Of course he can do what he likes 
with the creations of his own ingen- 


uity. There is one Priest with whom 
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neither the Pope nor his priesthood 
has anything in common, Jesus 
Christ, the sacerdos in aeternum 
secundum ordinem Melchisedec. 

Lately in Baceraca, Mexico, Bible 
Colporteur F. Pina was murdered, 
and at Cochabamba, Bolivia, Evan- 
gelist William Payne was seriously 
wounded by a mob of fanatics. The 
only offense of either victim was that 
he was trying to let the Sun of Right- 
eousness shine where darkness has 
prevailed for so many centuries. 

In their zeal many of the pilgrims 
at the Pope’s jubilee knelt religious- 
ly before him. Leo, of course, re- 
joiced at this manifestation of devo- 
tion; yet Peter, whose successor he 
claims to be, was grieved when Cor- 
nelius fell down at his feet and wor- 
shipped him. “Stand up,” said Peter, 
taking him by the hand: “I myself 
also am a man.” 

The Gospel is fast taking hold of 
It is difficult in 


halls 


the people of Cuba. 


many places to obtain large 


enough to contain the crowds. All 


are eager to listen to the word of 


salvation. In Puerto Principe, Man- 
zanilla, Santiago and other populous 
centers church edifices have already 
mis- 


been erected, while numerous 


sions have been opened at other 
points. 

What appealed most to some of 
the on-lookers at the recent Pope’s 
jubjlee was to see his countenance in 

“The effect,” 
“was obtained 
This 
is a good illustration of the way in 
which the Church 
keeps her people together—by show- 
ing them things, not as they are, but 
by presenting them so as to please 


the beholders. 


a “glorified” aspect. 
adds the dispatch, 
through a red light reflector.” 


Roman always 


In a memorial to the King of 
Spain the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Teneriffe says: “These same Protes- 
tants who are trying to eradicate 
Catholicism from the souls of our 
simple folks are nothing else but 
propagandists against our govern- 
ments and our Catholic monarchs.” 
If the good bishop had for a moment 
considered that we implicitly accept 
Christ’s teaching of rendering to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
he might have himself the 
trouble of making this statement. 

“On account of his plebeian origin 
Cardinal Vannutelli has no chance of 
being elevated to the see of Rome, 
as blue blood in the successor of Pe- 
ter has played an important part for 
the last hundred years,” says Mar- 
Thank God for our 
unchangeable and immortal head and 
master, Jesus. 


saved 


quise Fontenoy. 


The Pamplona (Spain) press has— 
quite lately—been edifying its readers 
“While on his 
way to Beade a driver who belongs 
to the Protestant sect entered into 
a heated discussion with one of his 


with this little story: 


companions about things religious. 
better, he began to 
abuse Christ, God and His most 
Holy Mother, when lo, and behold! 
his mouth remained abnormally wide 
open, and out came, black as coal, 
his blasphemous tongue, etc.” Alto- 
gether medieval, these Roman Cath- 
olics, even though this is the twen- 
tieth century! 


Knowing no 


A distinguished—and indignant— 
lady educator, of Uruguay, South 
America, recently addressed a mem- 
orandum to Senor Pereda concern- 
ing Catholic schools, saying: “Can 
we expect any intellectual or physi- 


cal progress in our children while fre- 
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quenting these schools? None what- 
ever. They—the friars and nuns— 
seem to have no other aim but to 
get the largest number of dollars for 
the very least amount of work.” 
Let us think these words over and 
make up our minds that the Roman 
ecclesiastics shall keep .their hands 
off our public schools. 

The parish priest of Morillones, 
Spain, says El Heraldo, would not 
permit a man to place on the grave 
of his beloved wife a memorial stone 
with this passage engraved on it: 
“By grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast.’—Ephesians 
ii, 8, 9. How could he do so, when 
Paul’s teaching of salvation by grace 
through faith is diametrically op- 
posed to the doctrine of his Church, 
which places more in the Ego te 
purgatory, etc., 
than in the atonement of our blessed 
and only Saviour? 


absolvo, masses, 


“The first remedy that I have to 
suggest to better the deplorable con- 
ditions of the Hindu people,” writes 
a Hindu in The Harvest Field, is the 
introduction of the Bible as a class- 
book in all 
schools.” 


primary and_ high 
The suggestion is passed 
on to the school authorities of our 
own land. 

Antonio Pedro da Souza 
Lacerda, a highly esteemed and 
popular Portuguese priest, in turn- 
ing his back upon the Church of 
Rome, wrote to the Patriarch of Lis- 
bon: “I take this step because I do 
not believe any longer in the teach- 
ing of Rome. It is my desire to give 
my heart to Jesus and follow the 
pure doctrine of the Gospel as found 


in the Protestant Church 


Don 


alone.” 


Zola, 
French 


but eccentric 

died some 

have found 
for a novel in 
a romantic episode which  re- 
cently took place in a Roman 
Catholic Church near Toulouse. 
Some time ago the Catholic priest, 
Vales, a handsome man, was ap- 
pointed curé of the little village of 
Carbouse. Not long after, one morn- 
ing it was discovered that he andagirl 
of eighteen had disappeared. Every- 
where vain searches were made. At 
last the sacristan climbed up to the 
belfry, where he found the body of 
the priest beside that of the girl, with 
a revolver lying between them. A let- 
ter was found in the priest’s pocket, 
stating that “he had mistaken his vo- 
cation.” A tragic, pitiful story this, 
and a powerful argument against the 
inhuman and unholy law which pre- 


the great 
writer who 
months ago, would 
ample material 


vents Catholic priests from marrying. 

Those readers of the 
who, with prayer and sympathy, have 
befriended the cause of the 


Magazine, 


Italian 
Protestant brethren of Pittston, Pa., 
will certainly rejoice at the news that, 


thanks especialiy to the substantial 


help received through it, a good lot 
has been purchased and every cent of 
the $goo. paid. 
couraging start. 


This is a most en- 
It will not now cost 
much for a chapel for these sturdy 
sons of Italy who, in the anthra- 
cite coal region of Pennsylvania, 
are struggling against innumerable 
influences to become true children 
of God and loyal citizens under the 
Stars and Stripes. They have $100 
in the bank toward the building fund. 

It is a pleasure to learn that Catholic 
priests are constantly received at 
Christ’s Mission, where they are 


THEOLOGICA 
SEMINARY 


” 
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Leaving the Jesuits. 


COUNT ESTERHAZY SUES THE ORDER. 


A short time ago it was reported 
from Vienna, Austria, that Count 
Eugene Esterhazy had left the Socie- 
ty of Jesus. At the time this report 
appeared in the newspapers no rea- 
son was given for Count Esterhazy’s 
action. As the Count is a member of 
one of the most prominent families 
in Europe, great importance was at- 
tached to this step. 
could be obtained from any source 
and as the whereabouts of the former 
Jesuit priest could not be ascertained, 
the whole matter was about to be 
forgotten by the general public. But 
great was the surprise of all when it 
became known that Count Eugene 
had sued the Jesuit order for $160,- 
000; at the same time the Vienna 
“Neue Freie Presse’’ gave the follow- 
ing version of the whole affair, evi- 
dently inspired by the Jesuits: 

While 
tioned at 
met a lady whose acquaintance he 
had made years ago in Paris. This 
lady, the Marquise de Raynac, a de- 
scendent of a distinguished 
partist was 
Bonapartist intrigues while at Buda- 
pest. The Count the Mar- 
quise met quite frequently, and the 
suspicion of the Jesuits was aroused by 
the conduct of Count Esterhazy, who 
frequently absented himself from the 
house of the order which, by the way, 
had been built with the money he had 
given to the Society. He was watched 
and seen to enter the house of the 
young Marquise. “Father” Esterhazy 


But as no details 


Count Eugene sta- 


Budapest, 


was 
Hungary, he 


>ona- 
family, suspected of 


and 


was called before the Superior and 
severely reprimanded by him and 
commanced to cease immediately all 


communications with the Marquise. 

The Count seemingly resented all 
interference with his personal affairs 
and told the Superior that he would 
go to Vienna and lay the matter be- 
fore the Provincial of the Order. 
Accordingly he left Budapest a few 
days after and has not been seen in 
Budapest since. On the same day 
the Count left the city the Marquise 
mysteriously disappeared 
apartments. 


from her 
Her disappearance was 
reported to the police, but no trace 
could be found of her. Some weeks 
after this occurrence the Jesuits re- 
ceived a postal card from Gratz with 
only these words: 

“Do not look for me, I have left 
the order and will never return to 
EUGENE EsTERHAZY.” 

With the same mail was a letter 
written by the Count at the former 


home of the Marquise, explaining her 


you. 


sudden disappearance, and saying 
that he would leave the Jesuits and 
the Catholic Church forever and that 
he would marry the Marquise at an 
early date. Later reports show that 
he fulfilled his promises and married 
the Marquise. The pair is at present 
living in Paris. 

As said before, the whole affair 
would have been suppressed had not 
Count Esterhazy sued the Jesuit Or- 
der for $160.co0, the amount of 
money he had given to the Society 
at the time of his entering the order. 
The Jesuits absolutely refuse to re- 
fund the money. 

That this article in the German pa- 
per had been inspired, if not written, 
by the Jesuits is plainly shown by the 
fact that they first assail the morality 
of Count Esterhazy, but more so by 
the statement that Marquise de Rey- 
nac 


was suspected of Bonapartist 
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intrigues at Budapest, which tends to 
give the affair also a political sig- 
nificance. 

It is the general opinion that the 
Jesuits will pay the amount demand- 
ed by the Count to avoid “unnecessa- 
ry publicity,” for this is the one weak 
point in Jesuitism—anything but pub- 
licity. 

It is expected that Count Ester- 
hazy will join forces with the other 
former Jesuit, Count Paul von 
Haensbroech, in making war on the 
Jesuit order and help to expose that 
dangerous society, which even Catho- 
lic nations have abhorred., 


——>--—___- 


An Excellent Pamphlet. 
The article, “Romanism in Louisi- 
ana,”’ was written by a Presbyterian 


minister in New Orleans who is thor- 


oughly well informed on the subject. 
It is one of sixteen chapters which 
he has collected and published in a 
pamphlet of 100 pages and which can 
be had at the nominal price of 10 
The title of the pamphlet is, 
“Echoes from the Roman Catholic 
Winter School.” It is an examina- 
some of the claims of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and a re- 
futation charges 
against Protestants, which the Ro- 
man Catholic speakers at the winter 
school in New Orleans unblushingly 
Miss Elder, who became 
famous some years ago for her frank- 
ness in exposing the weakness of the 
Church, of which 
she is a member, is a resident of New 
Orleans, and receives much attention 
in this pamphlet. We most cor- 
dially commend this publication to 
our readers. Send 10 cents to P. O. 
Box 731, New Orleans, La., for a 
copy. 


cents. 


tion of 


of the slanderous 


asserted. 


Roman Catholic 


KIND WORDS. 


[From the New York ‘‘Christian Advo- 
cate,’ March 26, 1903. ] 

The Rev. James A. O’Connor, 
formerly a Roman Catholic priest, 
but for the last twenty-two years a 
minister of the Gospel in New York 
City, is the editor of a monthly Maga- 
zine called THE CONVERTED CatHno- 
Lic. The tone of this Magazine is 
sincere and elevated. Many testi- 
monies are recorded in it of converts 
from Romanism, and _ interesting 
stories of the persons received into 
Christ’s Mission, a New 
York City, are told. We have looked 
through a recent bound volume of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC sympa- 
thetically, and have found much of 
profit there. (Published at 142 West 
Twenty-first street, New York. $1 
yearly.) 


home in 


[From the Philadelphia ‘‘Reformed Church 
Messenger,” March 19 1903. ] 

Tue Converted Cartuo.ic, Vol- 
ume XIX, is a handsomely bound 
book of 384 pages, with numerous 
illustrations. Its editor, Rev. James 
A. O’Connor, an ex-priest of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, and an earnest 
champion of the Protestant faith for 
more than twenty years in the city 
of New York, furnishes his best 
thoughts in this monthly Magazine. 
Those who wish to keep informed as 
to the number of transitions from the 
Roman Catholic faith and their tes- 
timonies will do well to read the pub- 
lication. A special feature of the 
Magazine are the open letters of 
Editor O’Connor to Cardinal Gib- 
bons on current topics and religious 
subjects. Subscription price, $1.00 
per annum. Published at 142 West 
Twenty-first street, New York. 
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Jesuit Morality. 


In the interesting story, “A Year in 
St. Margaret’s Convent,” the mother 
superior said she had not broken her 
promise not to interfere with the re- 
ligion of the Protestant pupils in her 
school, though some of them had be- 
come Roman Catholics. “You prom- 
ised us,” said one of the girls’ father, 
“that no religious influence should be 
exerted over our children.” 

“And none has been,” 
nun. 


replied the 
How perfectly justified she was 
in her deception will be seen from the 
examples of Jesuitical theology that 
follow : 

A number of Catholics make appli- 
cation to a Protestant college for posi- 
tions as teachers. Their services are 
accepted, but everyone has to bind 
himself by an oath that he would in no 
way or manner interfere with the 
Protestant faith or attack the church. 

A short time after their installation 
as teachers it is observed by the fac- 
ulty of the college that they are openly 
violating this agreement, by attacking 
the Protestant church. 

A violation of the oath of office is 


charged, and they are accused of per- 


jury. All of them deny their guilt and 
prove their innocence by quoting pas- 
sages from St. Alphonsus Maria de 
Ligouri’s famous work on Moral The- 
ology, This treatise on morals being 
the standard in the Catholic Church, 
they, as Catholics, were therefore jus- 
tified in their actions. The first teacher 
gives as an excuse that he, in taking 
the oath, has made use of words of an 
ambiguous sense, and “if a word has a 
twofold meaning, -as for instance the 
Latin word volo, ‘I will’ and ‘I fly’; if 
the substance of a sentence can be in- 
terpreted in two different ways, as ‘Hic 


liber est Petri) which may mean ‘This 


book is the property of Peter,’ and 
‘This book is written by Peter,’ . . . 
then perjury was not committed. (L. 
4, n. 151.) 

The next one gave as a defense that 
in taking the oath he only intended to 
confirm that he was pronouncing the 
words “no” and “not,” and “if asked 
a question by a judge, someone may 
answer, if he wants to keep the matter 
in question a secret, dico non, i. e., I 
pronounce the word ‘no’” therefore, 
he claimed, “I have not broken my 
word.” (L. 4, n. 151.) 

The third one simply answers: “I 
took the oath with a not purely mental 
reservation, and ‘To take an oath with 
a not purely mental reservation (re- 
strictio non pure mentalis) is not a 
mortal sin,’ but to be absolutely certain 
I added in a low voice some words 
which entirely changed the substance 
of the oath,” and “The defendant or 
a witness is permitted to take an oath 
that he knows nothing of a certain 
crime, although he does, if he supplies 
mentally, that he knows nothing worth 
saying.” (L, 4, n. 643-168.) 

Number four says: “I had no in- 

tention to take an oath, and did simply 
repeat the formula, like a parrot will 
repeat a sentence dictated to him; 
therefore I have not foresworn my- 
self. (L..4, n. 171.) 
_ The fifth defendant claims that he 
is of the opinion that the oath in ques- 
tion was not an oath at all, but that 
only the mere word “oath” was used. 
(L. 4, n. 166.) 

His colleague, who takes the stand 
after him, admits having committed 
perjury, but insists that under the cir- 
cumstances he was justified in doing 
so according to St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
who teaches: “A person who is quali- 
fied for a certain position, but of whom 











it is required to confirm by oath cer- 
tain things, which he neither knows 
nor has done, may take such an oath 
without committing perjury, if he can- 
not obtain the position otherwise.” (L. 
4, n. 166.) 

“T have sworn, but without inten- 
tion, to bind myself by oath,” said the 
sixth, “therefore I am not obliged to 
keep my promise.” (L. 4, n. 172.) 

The next defendant claims that the 
oath was void, because it had for its 
substance a matter which was contrary 
to the Catholic faith, i. e., the promise 
not to attack the Protestant heresy, 
herefore he was not bound to respect 
this oath. (L. 4, n. 176.) 

“According to my perception it is a 
nost useless and needless thing to 
promise not to attack a certain relig- 
ous system, therefore I am freed from 
ill obligation to keep my promise.” 
Thus runs the defense of the ninth one, 
(L. 4, n. 176.) 

The tenth defendant gives as an ex- 
use a sudden change of mind, saying: 
At the time when I took the oath, I 

msidered its substance good and 
ist, but I no longer hold this opinion, 
herefore I am also not required to 
ymnsider the oath binding.” (L. 4, n. 
178.) 

“IT have changed this oath into an 
‘t more acceptable to Almighty God, 
ierefore this oath has ceased to exist 
yr me.” (L, 4, n. 187.) In this man- 
er disposes the eleventh of the accu- 
ition. 

The last three of the defendants jus- 
fy their actions as follows: 

“It is essential that an oath, in order 

be valid, should not contain any- 

ing whereby the authority of a su- 
rior is assailed, and as the oath in 
1estion, not to attack the Protestant 
hurch, is evidently an infringement 
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tis 


on the authority of my highest supe- 
rior, the Pope, therefore the oath was 
void and unlawful from the begin- 
ning. (L. 4, n. 187.) 

“The substance of the oath is evi- 
dently injurious to public interest, 
therefore I am not obliged to keep my 
word.” (L. 4, n. 192.) 

“The Pope has absolved me from all 
obligations in regard to this oath, 
therefore I am not guilty and have not 
foresworn myself.” (L. 4, n. 192.) 

These examples are taken from the 
second volume of Count von Hoens- 
broech’s book entitled “Ultramontane 
Morals.” The quotations are from the 
“Moral Theology,” by St. Alphonsus 
Maria de Liguori (Havinger edition), 
book and page number is given after 
each quotation, 

As our readers may remember, 
Count von Hoensbroech was a priest 
of the Jesuit Society for fourteen 
years. He left them a few years ago 
and now occupies an official position in 
the Imperial German Service. Last 
year he met with some opposition from 
the Jesuitical party, when he delivered 
some lectures in Munich, but when he 
went there this year he found no oppo- 
sition, as the hint had gone forth from 
the highest quarters in Berlin to the 
Bavarian Government that it would be 
well not to with Count 
Hoensbroech. In this case the Jesuits 


interfere 


knew when a word to the wise was 


sufficient. 





—--»>or 


From Ottawa, Canada, a_ sub- 
scriber writes: “We are endeavoring 
to secure subscribers for THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, and have obtained 
two, one from a lady whose daughters 
have been attending the Sisters’ 
School, but after she had read the 
story ‘A Year in St. Margaret’s Con- 
vent’ she took her children away from 
that school. J. G 
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ROMANISM IN LOUISIANA. 


N the Catholic Directory for this 
| year, New Orleans is credited 
with a Catholic population of 375,- 
000, to which minister arch- 
bishop, one bishop, 137 secular priests 
and g2 priests of religious orders. 
There are 22,463 young people under 
the care of these priests and the monks 
and nuns. 


one 


Last year there were 16,744 bap- 
tisms in the 199 churches of the dio- 
cese, of which 3,420 were of colored 
persons, 8,835 confirmations, 3,027 
marriages, of which 327 were “mixed” 

that is. marriages between Protes- 
tants and Catholics. 

The number of communions gives 
the of 569,297. 
That number of persons went to con- 


astonishing figure 


fession to the priests and received ab- 
solution for all their sins before they 
received the communion. 

With such forces for righteousness 
Catholic 
to be a 
model city. But as was stated in the 
CONVERTED CatHo tic for March, 
1901, quoting from the Milwaukee 
Catholic Citizen, of August I1, 1900, 
Miss M. T. Elder said that most of 
the toughs in New Orleans were 
Catholics who had received “baptism, 
penance, communion, and confirma- 
tion; and yet cui bono?’ She adds, 
“ready at a moment’s provocation to 
become rioters, plunderers, incendia- 
ries and murderers—and ready at all 
times to idle, gamble, quarrel, drink, 
and curse. Everybody who knows 
anything about the Catholic poor in 
our large cities, knows that I do not 
(indeed, that I cannot) exaggerate 
their viciousness. Sermons, novenas, 
missions, processions, jubilees, 
October devotions, May devotions, 


according to the Roman 


idea, New Orleans ought 
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masses innumerable, and yet—our 
Catholic poor a menace to the city!” 

Some facts have been sent us from 
a correspondent in New Orleans, 
which not only corroborate Miss EI- 
der’s statements concerning her co 
religionists, but throw further light 
on Roman methods in Louisiana, and 
go to explain the existence of the 
state of things that she deplores, and 
how it is that all the religious effort 
expressed in the figures just given 
does not tend to righteousness. 

Our correspondent says that re 
cently when the question of creed re 
vision was agitated in the Norther: 
Presbyterian Church, detached sec 
tions of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith concerning God’s decrees wer 
printed, out of their proper connec 
tion and without the proof texts to 
support the doctrines. Thereupon a 
New Orleans lawyer, over the signa- 


ture of “Catholic Layman,” rushed 


into print and charged Presbyterians 


with teaching the most vicious doc- 
trines and countenancing the most 
horrible crimes. Listen to some of 
the charges of this Romanist, whos: 
church is supposed to regard as bind 
ing the commandment: “Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against th) 
neighbor.” In one of the daily papers 
of New Orleans “Catholic Layman” 
asserted: 

“The Calvinist teaches that sin 01 
virtue, love or hate, have no intluenc: 
whatever in the matter [the salvation 
of the elect]. When death comes to 
the elect one he must pass into glory 
even though he died blaspheming th: 
holy name of God. The full meaning 
of this teaching is that, so far at leas 
as spiritual considerations are con 
cerned, a man, if one of the eternal 
saints, may murder, rob or seduce 
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with absolute impunity. * * * 


The most appalling portion of this 
teaching is the one which declares 
that the vast majority of souls are 
condemned from all eternity to hell; 
that, no matter how firmly a particu- 
lar individual may have believed in 
God, loved Him and relied upon 
Him; no matter how virtuous may 
have been his life or how full of sac- 
ifice and self-restraint, if only he be 
not of the number’ of the 
ternally elect, the bottomless pit 
nust be his everlastingly. Not only are 
ouls to be condemned without crime, 
vhich seems against the dictates of 
jlainest justice, but virtue itself 


‘limited 


s to have unending torment as its re- 
If not of the ‘lim- 
ted number’ of the elect the everlast- 
ng flames of hell are decreed us, and 
iothing in all this worki we may do 
an avert the frightful sentence! Tak- 
cn altogether, this is a teaching de- 


ward. * * 


tructive of human peace and happi- 
ness, and dangerous to society. If it 
filled our insane asylums 
vith numberless victims, it is because 
those who accept the doctrine com- 
iortably consider themselves the elect, 
while the rest of mankind reject it.” 
very 


has not 


one of these charges was 
et at the time, and clearly refuted, 
ie Bible doctrine of God’s decree of 
lection, as held by the Presbyterian 
hurch, being carefully explained. 
lkut this man, instead of apologizing 
or withdrawing one pub- 
lished again in connection with the 
loly Spirit Society, these same false- 
oods, slightly modified, and in tract 
rm they have been scattered broad- 
st by that society. 
Rome is the same in this State as 
ie was in Spain during the dark 
cays of the Inquisition; and in the 


charge, 
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same spirit she seeks to stamp out 
evangelical religion with its open 
Bible. 

The latest development of this kind 
has recently occurred at a town with- 
in ten miles of New Orleans, where 
the priest and his supporters have 
persistently sought to break up a 
Protestant mission. 

About two years ago the Presby- 
terians of New Orleans established a 
mission at this point, which was fa- 
vorably looked upon by nearly all the 
Protestants in the town. 

With the advent of the mission the 
priest became furious. He visited 
every household where there was a 
Roman Catholic and forbade attend- 
ance on the Protestant meetings, 
while the pupils of his parochial 
school were threatened with suspen- 
sion if they dared to be seen at the 
mission. Soon after, in conversation 
with some parishioners, he declared 
he would rather marry one of his 
members “to a black nigger than to 
a Protestant.” This remark natu- 
rally aroused the indignation of the 
white Protestants. In the South, to 
class a white person with a negro is 
regarded as a deadly insult, and feel- 
ing ran very high. The Protestants 
requested three of their number to 
act as a committee to wait on the 
priest and secure an explanation or 
disavowal. At the last moment one 
of the three backed out, leaving the 
other two to conduct the interview. 

To the spokesman, a merchant of 
the town and the principal supporter 
of the Protestant mission, the priest 
replied in fierce and angry tones, re- 
fusing to answer, and complaining 
that the merchant was “all the time 
interfering with my ‘business.’ ” 

The spokesman, still insisting upon 





‘The Converted Catholic. 


an answer and being rudély refused a 
second time, informed the priest that 
an indignation meeting would be held 
the next night where the priest could 
defend himself. The priest thereupon 
declared that what he had said on the 
subject of mixed marriages had been 
misconstrued, etc., etc. He stated, 
however, that but for the State law, 
which enacts severe penalties against 
miscegenation, it would be more 
acceptable to his religion for Roman 
Catholics to intermarry regardless of 
color or race, than for them to marry 
Protestants or “non-Catholics.” 

The committee concluded to accept 
this denial, and so the indignation 
sut in spite of 
the priest’s disavowal, several who had 
heard him, reiterated positively that 
he had said just what he had been al- 
leged to have said about “niggers” 
and Protestants. 


meeting was not held. 


The merchant was now a marked 
man for hostility of the priest and his 
Last ball 
league was organized, and Sunday 
instituted, 
with a “benefit” for the proposed new 
Romish church. The priest “blessed” 
the introductory game on a Sabbath 
the fine 
sport and cool beer to be had on the 
Lord’s day 


clique. summer a_ base 


games were beginning 


afternoon. He boasts of 


at the mer- 
a Pharisee and too 


and sneers 
chant as being “ 
good to play ball on Sundays.” 
More recently concerted action ha: 
been taken to drive the merchant out 
of business, and thus kill the Protes- 
tant mission. Two men from this 
city called separately on the merchant 
ostensibly to buy him out. One rep- 
resented himself as a Protestant, the 
other a Roman Catholic, and both 
as strangers to this priest. As the 


merchant declined to sell, the owner 


of the store received a letter from 
another person in which the write: 
offered a six-months advance pay 
ment for it at the landlord’s ow 
price. To this letter no attention wa: 
paid, and when the landlord discov 
ered the scheme of the priest and his 
friends to establish a “cut rate’’ stor¢ 
in opposition to his tenant, he volun 
tarily reduced the merchant’s ren 


nearly one-half, and announced that 
it would remain at that rate as long a 
this opposition continued. The own 
er and all his kin are Roman Cath 
olics, but they do not approve of th: 
actions of the priest. 

The new store has been started, an 
the priest, the female teacher of his 
school who passes as his “cousin,” 
with others, have all been activ 
in drumming up trade for th 
new merchants who are Roman 
ists. The teacher, before dismis 
sing the parochial school, an 
nounced to the children that a ne 
store had been opened, that they must 


all patronize it because the propri: 


tors were Catholics, 
must not trade with 
merchant. 

What the outcome of these pers: 
cutions ot this Protestant merchan 
will be no one can foresee. While th 
priest’s action plainly shows mali 
toward this Christian gentlemen, 
who has disapproved of political co: 
ruption, moral turpitude, and nefa: 
ious practices, the better class of R 
man Catholics disapprove of this pe 
secution, and some have even « 
pressed their sympathy to the me 
chant. 

The New Orleans secular paper 
have refused to print some of tl 
facts mentioned above. These are 
now given to show that the spirit 
Romartism is the same to-day as wh« 
Te Deums were sung in the church 
of Madrid and Rome, and the Po; 
had a medal struck to commemora 
the massacre of thousands of Prot« 


tants in Paris on Saint Bartholomew 
Day. 


and that the 
the Protestant 
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THE RELIGIOUS CRISIS IN FRANCE. 


BY AUGUSTINE BAUMANN, 


The month of March of this year 
will probably be long remembered in 
the religious and political history of 
France. The Catholic papers have 
themselves taken special note of the 
fact and recalled the date on which 
the Prime Minister, himself a pupil 
of a Catholic seminary, brought be- 
iore the Chamber of Deputies the bill 
tor the final suppression of fifty-five 
religious France. The 
event took place on Thursday, the 
12th of March, and there was no 
loubt that the Chamber would vote 
solidly for the measure and settle at 
last the practical application of the 
law on associations. 


orders in 


As there were only sixty-one con- 
the Government 
ill in reality meant the complete ex- 
tinction of 


gregations in all, 


France. 
Che six orders excepted represented 


monasticism in 


mly so many isolated convents or 
\ospitals. As the last remnant of 
he once flourishing religious orders 
they represent nothing whatever, and 
vill not be permitted to found branch 
stablishments. 

The American reader may not fully 
inderstand the importance of the Jaw. 
(here were at the time fifty-five or- 
lers which had more than 13,000 es- 
tablishments, such as hospices, re- 
industrial 
monasteries. By 


treats, schools, colleges, 


mcerns or sup- 
pressing the orders as such it was 
iaturally understood that no indi- 
idual house could remain, and con- 
sequently at one blow the Govern- 
nent closed more than 13,000 reli- 
rious institutions. 


The immense vogue of the congre- 


FORMERLY PRIEST OF THE 
HOBOKEN, 


PASSIONIST ORDER, 
nm o£ 


gations may be understood when it is 
realized that the burgeoisclass favored 
religious instruction exclusively and 
obstinately refused to send their chil- 
dren to the State schools. It 
for this reason that colleges 
academies founded by 
nuns had 


was 
and 
and 


vogue 


monks 


such an immense 


within the last twenty or thirty years, 


and there seemed never to be enough 
of them for the demand. 
somewhat 


The case is 
similar to that of the 
Catholic parish schools in the United 
States. They exist at present by 
thousands in America, and scarcely 
a parish is without one. The bishops 
and clergy are indefatigable in urg- 
ing the people to send their children 
to the parish school. Happily for 
them, in the past the movement did 


not the 


State, but who will guarantee that at 


appear openly as against 
some future day the Catholic parish 
schools in the United States may not 
become a terrible instrument of per- 
political and 


verse anti-American 


education. In France this result was 
The 


monastic 


attained. children 


taught in 


these schools 


were all 
brought up in a spirit of animosity 
to republican institutions, and that is 
why the Republic has been obliged 
to make a heroic effort to save its 
own life. And nothing but the abso- 
lute suppression of these cancerous 
establishments could save the coun- 
try. Happily the law has been, for 
There was a 
general emigration of religious frocks 
and the 


and 


once, strictly applied. 


cowls months even before 


legal suppression took place, 
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France has already begun to enjoy 
the repose it so long needed. There 
is a general feeling of relief evident 
on all sides, and a conviction that an 
era of internal peace and tranquility 
has begun. 
PRIESTS SEEKING THE LIGIIT, 

The religious effect which this has 
had on the general public and even 
on the French secular clergy is re- 
markable. The people, who were be- 
fore the greatest admirers of the 
friars and monks, are beginning to 
see that they have been, to a great 
extent, imposed upon by them. Lay- 
men have taken over the direction of 
many of the schools and colleges 
formerly conducted by the religious 
orders, and, with the laymen, a more 
enlightened spirit is sure to enter. It 
has been manifested in many places 
already, numerous cases having oc- 
curred, where there was no objection 
at all to letting the school go over 
altogether to the State and become a 
communal or public school where 
the children of the burgeois have 
begun to make common friends with 
the children of the laboring classes. 


A movement toward better 


things has also been evident among 


the clergy. The cause of “Liberal- 
ism,”’ or what some of the more dog- 
matic clergy called “Protestantism” 
in the Catholic Church has been 
taken up by a certain abbé Loisy. 
He represents the younger and more 
enlightened portion of the French 
In a book written on “The 
Church and the Bible,” he vigorously 
attacks the old musty theologians of 
the Church, and bravely asserts the 
truth, so shocking to the old Catholic 
teachers, that “Dogmas are of no 
at all.” The assertion com- 
pletely staggered half the old priests 


clergy. 


value 


and bishops. Yet he used such 
powerful arguments to uphold his 
theses that he at once had thousands 
of adherents. His book went through 
five editions in less than a year, al- 
though it is exclusively addressed to 
the clergy, which is a proof that it 
made a tremendous impression on 
them. He explained his thesis by 
saying that, “Although doctrines as 
such had a divine foundation or re- 
vealed substance, yet their formulas 
were mere human inventions.” 

Another of his bold assertions was 
that Christianity was “A Great 
Hope,” and that “All those in whom 
the Gospel lives are Christians.” He 
even went so far as to announce that 
the Church government was a human 
invention, and that Christianity did 
not begin by Catholicism. All these 
truths so boldly and frankly stated to 
the French clergy naturally startled 
them. It was like a voice suddenly 
heard in a _ cloudless sky. Two 
bishops opposed the author, and two 
Cardinals, the archbishop of Orleans, 
and the archbishop of Paris, declared 
that the book savored of heresy, and 
forbade it in their dioceses. 

The abbé, without retracting any of 
his words, consented to withdraw his 
book from the public in those dio- 
ceses. The matter was called to the 
authorities at Rome, and the abbé was 
also invited to betake himself there, 
it being said that Pope Leo wished 
personally to see him. A sensation 
was caused when the answer came 
back from Rome and which was pub- 
lished in all the Paris papers, that 
the committee that had examined the 
book of the abbé Loisy had decided 
that it should not be put on the 
Index. It may be imagined how the 
archbishops of Paris and Orleans feit 
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on hearing the news. The book of 
the abbé Loisy continues to be sold 
all over France, and is one of the 
signs of the times that the Catholic 
clergy is moving forwards toward 
more liberal views, and Protestantism 
seems to have gained admission into 
the Church of France with the help 
if the Pope. 


CONVENT HORRORS. 

While the suppression of the reli- 
<ious orders of men was before the 
legislature, a scandalous practice of 
xtortion and oppression brought 
ibout the closing of a famous orphan- 
ige of the “Bon Pasteur” at Nancy. 
The orphanage sheltered about two 
1undred inmates and was conducted 
by a community of nuns whose su- 
perior was so despotic that even the 
bishop of Nancy could no longer tol- 
rate her practices. He ordered the 
1emoval of the superioress and the 


losing of the convent four years ago, 
but the nuns appealed to Rome, and 


Rome upheld them. The complaint 
against them was that they made tha 
irphans work from five in the morn- 
ing till seven at night, and in some 
seasons, when work was abundant, 
they compelled them to work extra 
hours at night. When the poor in- 
mates could no longer support this 
terrible regime or fell ill, the nuns 
put them summarily out without the 
slightest recompense, although some 
f the poor creatures had worked ten 
1 twenty years in the establishment. 

With the profits thus pressed out 
f the poorest and most helpless girls 
ind women, the superioress was able 
10 spend over a million of francs in 
five years on a splendid convent and 
hurch which the bishop himself de- 
But what Rome 
would not do the government soon 


lared unnecessary. 


found a means of doing. A woman 
who had been’shut up seventeen years 
in the orphanage and had lost her 
eyesight, was one day dismissed like 
many others, without a penny in her 
pocket or even a decent dress. She 
lodged a complaint in the courts, 
which brought out a series of reve- 
lations of horrible doings inside the 
“Bon Pasteur,” and the nuns were 
condemned to pay their victim ten 
thousand francs damages, which, in 
France, where damages are rarely 
granted by courts, created great sur- 
prise. The Government, on the other 
hand, in view of the scandalous reve- 
lations sworn to and proved in court, 
ordered the immediate closing of the 
orphanage and convent and the dis- 
persion of the nuns. The case has 
caused quite a sensation in France, 
and will help not a little to enlighten 
the people as to the kind of charity 
practiced in many a convent. 


THE JESUITS IN GERMANY. 

The campaign in France against 
the religious orders has reacted in a 
certain measure on neighboring coun- 
tries, and especially in Germany, 
where the monks are making great 
efforts to settle down in the Protest- 
ant towns. The Jesuits are by law 
excluded from the empire, but in spite 
of that, they are trying to get in over 
the wall. The Center party has so 
far hoodwinked Count von Buelow as 
to obtain a promise from him of pre- 
bill that in- 
dividual Jesuits may be tolerated pro- 
vided they do not attempt to estab- 


lish communities. 


senting a providing 


This declaration has aroused the 
sensibility of the great Protestant 
cities in the empire, and universal in- 
dignation is expressed at the pros- 


pect of seeing the Jesuits return 
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Brunswick, Saxony and Wurtemburg 
have already protested against the 
introduction of a bill in the Reichstag 
permitting the Jesuits to return un- 
der the pretext announced by the 
Chancellor. For many years there 
has not been such an explosion of 
Protestant sentiment in Germany, 
and it was high time, for the Center 
or Catholic party was beginning to 
look upon itself as the arbiter of all 
religious questions and the dictator 
of the state policy of the empire. 
Germany must wake up and show 
that it has not forgotten its Luther 
and the other glorious heroes of the 
Reformation. 

Paris, France, March, 1903. 

_ ——— 

Religious Orders in France. 

An editorial in the New York 
Tribune, March 27, justifying the 
course of the French Government in 
dealing with the religious orders 
called forth the following letter, which 
appeared in the Tribune of March 29: 
To the Editor of the Tribune: 

Sir:—As 
years in 


one educated for some 
France and an interested 
student of its history since the estab- 
lishment of the republic, I beg to 
thank for the lucid editorial 
“France Finding Herself,” in to-day’s 
issue of our most _ representative 
newspaper. Nothing is 
clearer than that the religious orders 
have been hostile to the republic, and 
the Combes Ministry has demon- 


ve yu 


American 


strated its wisdom in curbing their 
power. They had the opportunity, 


like other good citizens, of obeying 


the laws of the republic. They 
failed to do so, but plotted against its 
life, and they must take the conse- 
Dr. Combes was for sev- 


eral years connected with one of 


quences. 


those religious orders, and he knows 
their spirit. So does M. Eugéne 
Réveillaud, the distinguished lawyer 
and deputy in the French Parliament. 
And so do many other deputies who 
have been emancipated from the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. It should be 
remembered that France is, or has 
been, a Roman Catholic country, “the 
eldest daughter of the Church,” and 
if the French people desire to wor- 
ship God and build up their country, 
making the republic as stable as our 
own, without those religious orders, 
who shall say them nay? 

If the members of those religious 
orders whom the French people do 
not wish longer to rule over them 
should come to this country—and a 
recent dispatch said a thousand 
monks and nuns are coming here 
they must obey the laws of the United 
States. 

As long as the Concordat exists in 
France, as the Tribune justly says, 
“since the State hires such churches 
as pleases it, it certainly seems to 
have a right to dismiss such as offend 
it.” As the great Reformation of the 
sixteenth century was the work of 
Roman Catholics who were dissatis- 
fied with the religious orders and the 
rule of Rome in their day, so in the 
providence of God there may be a 
new reformation in France and other 
Catholic countries, brought on by 
Catholics themselves, in our day. As 
the Tribune again justly observes, “the 
major part of American sympathy is 
and will remain with the French Gov- 
ernment.” And American Protestant 
Christians will say, God speed the 
French people in their efforts to ob- 
tain religious freedom. 

James A. O’CoNNOR. 

New York, March 27, 1903. 
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Executing the Law. 


The following is the latest dispatch 
n the subject: 

Paris, March 27.—The Council of 
\linisters to-day considered the steps 
0 be taken to carry out the decision 
if the Chamber of Deputies refusing 
he religious orders permission to re- 
vain in France. Premier Combes will 
luring the next few days send an 
ficial notification of the action of 
he Chamber to each of the congre- 
gations, and at the same time the 
Minister of Justice will apply to the 
ourts to prosecute the congregations 
vhich refuse to disband. The courts 
vill also be called upon to appoint 
iquidators to take charge of the prop- 
erty of the dissolved orders. Each 
ase will be examined separately, with 
he view of considering any special 
circumstances which may exist. The 
eaching orders will be allowed to de- 
ay their departure until the end of 
the school year, in July, if no govern- 
When 
such schools are available the orders 
iust wind up their affairs within one 
nonth. . 


nental schools are available. 


The Premier to-day sent a circular 
o the prefects of the departments 
hroughout France, saying the gov- 
rnment had been informed that lay 
eachers would be made the object 
and_ that 
nanifestations were being organized 


f vexatious treatment, 


gainst them. The minister enjoined 
he prefects to put a stop to such 
iolent manifestations, and to carry 
ut the law. 


The Jesuits Beaten. 


A dispatch from Berlin, March 28, 
ays that notwithstanding Chancellor 


on Bulow’s promise to the Jesuits, 
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they will not be admitted to Ger- 
many. It is as follows: 

The government’s intention to 
abolish the provisions of the law ex- 
cluding Jesuits from Germany, an- 
nounced in the Reichstag by Chan- 
cellor von Biilow recently, will not be 
realized. 

It is learned that the agitation 
against the measure that followed the 
action of Bishop Korum in March 
last in threatening the parents of 
Catholic children who attended the 
State schools of Treves, with eccle- 
siastical penalties, has resulted in 
such changes of views on the part of 
the various governments that the 
Bundesrath now has a _ majority 
against the Jesuits’ readmission. 


Remedy for Romanism. 


The following passage is taken 
from the letter of a Presbyterian min- 
ister in Ohio: 

“T wish our Protestant 
people generally 
reached and awakened to the peril to 


ministers 
and could be 
our free institutions threatened by the 
cunning wiles and great power of the 
religio-political system whose center 
isin Rome. That power is to be met 
and overcome, not by a blind oppo- 

and indiscriminate 
and 


denuncia- 
dear 


sition 


tion abuse, but as you, 


brother, are meeting it—intelligently 
and in the spirit of Christ, which 1s 
the spirit of love. 

“Priests and people are alike to be 
pitied, because of the blinding and 
enslaving nature of the intellectual 
system which has them in its grip. 
My constant prayer for them is that 
the light from God’s holy Word may 
come to them, and that they may be- 
come an evangelical body of people. 
Churchly pomp and priestly pride and 
power are the devil's masterpieces for 
hindering Christ’s work of salvation.” 








Away from Rome. 


BY REV. JOHN A. BAIN, M.A. 


Statistics of the Los von Rom 
movement in Austria up to the end 
of 1902 have now been published, and 
are of the most encouraging charac- 


the the 
movement in the closing weeks of 
18y8 till the end of last year. a little 
over four years, 24,304 persons were 
registered in that country as having 
passed over from the Roman Catho- 
lic or one or other of the two Protes- 
tant Churches recognized by the 
State. These figures do not include 
those who joined the Moravian, 
Methodist, or small bodies. 
These sessions, though not numer- 
ous, would add something to the 
total. Besides these, about 9,000 
joined the Old Catholic Church. In 
addition to these there are a consid- 
erable number, how many cannot be 
known, who have left the Roman 
Catholic Church without connecting 
themselves definitely with any Prot- 
estant denomination. 


ter. From beginning of 


other 


And there are 
not reckoned in any of these figures 
the large number of nominal Roman 
Catholics who are in regular attend- 
ance on Protestant services, who 
have not as yet been able to summon 
up courage to register themselves as 
Protestants from fear of persecution. 
In the city and neighborhood of 
Vienna alone there have been 4,704 
conversions to Protestantism. 

But there are other statistics from 
which the strength of this remarkable 
movement may be estimated. Since 
_1899 100 new preaching stations have 
heen opened. Eleven preaching sta- 
tions and branch congregations have 
been erected into independent pastor- 
and 13 applied 


Fifty-three 


ates, more have 


for similar recognition. 
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Protestants and two Old Catholic 
Churches have been opened for wor- 
ship in the same period, nine more 
are in course of erection, and upwards 
of 40 have been planned, and will 


soon be begun. Besides this six new 
Protestant cemeteries have been con- 
secrated, and eight new manses 
erected. A comparison between the 
position of Protestantism at the be- 
g-nning of the movement and its posi- 
tion now in some parts of Austria, 
will, perhaps, enable some to under- 
stand the progress still better. Ir 
1898 there were in Bohemia 23 Prot- 
estant Churches, 18 pastoral districts, 
28 ministers and vicars (that is assist- 
ant ministers or curates), 48 places 
with regular services, sometimes only 
fortnightly or monthly, or even at 
longer intervals, and 28 other places 
where only religious instruction to 
children was given. Now there are 
52 churches, 50 pastoral districts, 
about 60 ministers and assistants, 125 
places with regular services, and a 
much larger number of stations for 
religious instruction. In Styria a 
similar advance has been made. At 
the beginning of the movement there 
were eight pastors, 12 churches and 
17 places with services or religious 
instruction; now there are 21 pastors, 
18 churches, and 59 places for regu- 
lar services or religious instruction. 
rhis remarkable development in the 
urganization of the Church is one of 
the most encouraging features in the 
inovement. It shows that the Aus- 
trians and their German brethren, 
who are standing by them so nobly 
in their effort to throw off the yoke 
of Rome, believe in the movement, 
and are determined to make it perma- 
nent, 
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A YEAR IN ST. MARGARET’S CONVENT. 


BY P. H. C. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


When Dr. Leighton came, shortly after, with Mary, having Judge Bur- 
ton’s concurrence, Helen could not repress the happiness the presence of her 
id friend inspired. 

“And now, my child.” said the pastor, after a short conversation, “tell 
ne what troubles you; have you not found peace in the faith you have em- 
braced?” 

Helen’s lip quivered, and her eyes filled with tears as the disappointed 
1opes, the fruitless efforts, the oft-repeated prayers and penances rose to 
ier mind, and when at length she spoke, it was, “No peace, no peace; the 
nore | strive to purify myself, the viler I seem. I have nothing worthy to 
fier to God, and I must so soon appear before Him.” 

“And where did you learn that you can have something worthy to offer 
o God?” 

“The Church teaches that ‘the righteous ought to expect everlasting 
eward from God for their good works.’ ” 

“That is the teaching of man, who has presumed to set aside the 
Word of God, which says, ‘By grace are ve saved, through faith; and that 
iot of vourselves, it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man shall 
voast. And again, ‘If it be of works, then is it no more grace; otherwise 
work is no more work.’ And again, ‘being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.’ “Therefore.” the Apostle 
says, ‘being justified by our faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
lesus Christ.’ Can vou understand these texts?” 

“They seem very plain, but I have been taught that a Catholic, through 
the grace of the sacraments and of the Holy Ghost, is able by the daily 
practice of good works, to increase in merit before God every hour and 
noment, and to gain an ever increasing crown of glory, by his merits.” 

“The Apostle says,” replied Dr. Leighton, “ ‘Let God be true, but every 
nan a liar: that is, when the word of man conflicts with the Word of God, it 
‘ust be the effect of error and falsehood, and to that test must come the 
‘aching of the Roman Catholic as well as every other authority.” 

“*Not of works, ye are saved by grace;'” repeated Helen, musingly, 
curring to the text cited by Dr. Leighton, “ ‘not of works.’ then what shall 
have to offer God? How shall I appear before Him?” 

“You have nothing; the Bible savs, ‘our best righteousnesses are but 
iithy rags,’ therefore you can give nothing, and God offers you free salvation. 
st. Peter says, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.’ 
lle annexes no conditions. St. Paul says, ‘The blood of Christ cleanseth 
rom all sin. And again, ‘Jesus is made unto us wisdom and righteousness 
ind sanctification and redemption.’ ‘Not by works of righteousness which 
ve have done, but by His mercy He saved us.’ Jesus has mercifully opened 
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a fountain for sin and uncleanness ; will you not wash and be clean? He offers 
you the robe of his righteousness, will you not be clothed in it that He 
may present you faultless before His Father?” 

“This is grace indeed, to clothe such a poor sinful creature as I,” said 
Helen, “in the robe of Christ’s righteousness.” 

“Grace indeed,” iterated the doctor, “ ‘but if it be of works, then is it no 
more grace.’”’ 


“Let me think,” she continued ; “surely the heart must overflow with love 
in receiving such a gift.” 

“And grateful obedience will follow love,” added Dr, Leighton. 

‘Just as love prompts me to obey my father,” said Helen. 

“And these are the good works which are acceptable to God through 
Christ Jesus,” rejoined the doctor, “the fruit of faith and not the cause of 
justification.” 

Helen was silent, and Dr. Leighton would not by an added word disturb 
the peace that the reception of these simple yet vital truths was shedding 
through her soul, 

“Oh, you do not know the burden that is lifted from me,” she said at 
length, “there is no fear now—I can but love.” 

With a few simple words of prayer Dr. Leighton commended her to 
God and left, promising to come again, and Helen from that time grew 
rapidly in spiritual life; the Fountain was opened to her and she drank 
deeply of the living water. The Bible became the precious companion of her 
hours, and prayer was no longer allotted portions of litanies offered to Mary, 
but the fervent petitions of a loving child communing with her Heavenly 
Father of the things which concerned her peace. No longer harassed by 
doubts and fears, she reposed in perfect confidence that He who had done 
such great things for her would order all aright; but while the spirit thus 
grew in grace, the earthly tabernacle waxed feebler, and it was evident to 
her friends that she would not be left with them long, to edify by her patient 
submission or animate by words of holy peace and joy. So gentle and 
gradual was her decline that often she was able to enjoy the society of her 
friends, and in those favored hours they learned to estimate more truly the 
relative value of the things of time and eternity. 

“To whom should I now look, if I had not found my Saviour?” said 
Helen; “He makes all my bed. He has made all so plain to me, I can with 
such entire trust commit myself to Him and my beloved father as well, as- 
sured that He will do what is best for him.” 

Sad yet rejoicing were the hours spent by the bedside of his daughter 
to Judge Burton, for in reading to her the Holy Scriptures and in hearing 
her expatiate on the preciousness of the promises they contained, he first 
learned to know savingly those truths which his lips had so often repeated as 
forms, and to derive from them the consolation his stricken heart so much 
needed. He was seldom absent from her, and reposing in him the most 
entire and filial confidence, Helen had, as her strength permitted, related to 
him the whole history of her convent life, not forgetting the memorable inter- 
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views with Sister Agnes. “Poor Sister Agnes! would that I could have done 
something to testify my gratitude to her, and to soothe her last hours! Still 
I know that Jesus could make those hours happy with His presence there, 
even as he does with me.” 

Judge Burton would gladly have interfered to procure the release of 
Sister Agnes, had they not learned from Maude that she was dead; she knew 
indeed nothing of her, but that a nun of that name was buried from the 
Monastery a few days before she left. Helen felt sure that for that unfortu- 
nate, “to die was gain,” and she could not mourn that she had gone before 
her from the scene of her trials. With more sadness her thoughts reverted 
to those still living in the convent; although keenly sensible of the great wrong 
which had been done her there, and the greater which had been intended, she 
could not, nor did she desire to divest herself of feelings of attachment to those 
with whom she had passed so many years. “They know not what they do,” 
she would say in apology for them, “their case seems so well described by 
the apostle when speaking of the Jews, that I could not help applying the 
passage when I read it; ‘I bear them record, they have a zeal of God, but 
not according to knowledge, for they, being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God.’ And my experience and observa- 
tion at the convent show me how impossible it is to be holy without a true 
faith. Dear Grace,” she added, “how can you and I ever be thankful enough 
that our Heavenly Father, in His Providence, delivered us from the bondage 


in which those poor souls continue? Oh, that your life may praise Him 
as I do in death!” 


“T deem it no small privilege, I assure vou,” said Mr, St. Clair, who some- 
times made one of the small circle of friends admitted to the invalid, “to enjoy 
the society of Miss Burton: one cannot but be edified by her cheerful, intelli- 
gent piety, while her simplicity is charming. I was struck by a little incident 
some time ago. I scarcely know of what we had been speaking, but her 
mind seemed pre-occupied, and turning to Dr. Leighton, who was present, 
in her soft, earnest, believing way, as if trying to dispose of all the worthiess 
appendages which had encumbered her faith, she said, ‘The blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all sin,’ is one of the precious texts I have learned; what then, 
Doctor, is the use of/ Purgatory?” 

“And what said the Doctor?” asked Mr. Lysle; “he usually disposes of 
this stubble of Rome, as he calls it, without much ceremony.” 

“But he is ever tender where a troubled soul is concerned. ‘I perceive,’ 
he answered, ‘that in the plan of salvation revealed to us by the Holy Spirit, 
no such place is required, and therefore none such is spoken of, or ever inti- 
mated, in Holy Scripture; but as held by Rome, it is declared by our Church 
to be a fond thing, ‘vainly invented, and repugnant to the Word of God.’ 
‘Its use, however,’ he added, ‘is to extort money and debase the consciences 
f its votaries ; and few devices have served these purposes better.’ 

““T was taught at the Convent,’ said Miss Burton, ‘that even the right- 
‘ous need to be purged in its fires.’ 
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“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth; yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, and their works do 
follow them,’” repeated the Doctor, in his impressive way, and Miss Burton 
made no reply; “I think the difficulty was satisfactorily disposed of.” 

Those only who have watched some loved one passing away with a disease 
which human science acknowledges its inability to arrest, and which yet by 
its continually varying phases, begets hopes which the fond heart eagerly 
grasps but to have snatched away by the return of the fatal symptoms, can 
realize Judge Burton’s feelings as, week after week, he marked the progress 
of his daughter’s complaint. He had been anxious to take her to Cuba or 
Florida for the winter, but Helen was not willing to exchange the charm of 
home and the society of friends for the temporary and precarious benefit of 
travel, and he had yielded to her wishes. 


(To be continued.) 
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snowed under, 
annihilated. I think 
sometimes that the Roman hierarchy 
has to go its whole length here as it 
has done in the 
order to be sat down upon and con- 
trolled. Although you are making 
almost a_ single-handed fight, you 
have had much success, and you must 


older countries in 
New York. 


Entered at the Post Office. New York, as second 
class matter. 


Hierarchical Aggressiveness. 


A Christian merchant and well be- 
loved friend writing from California 


last 


your 


month says: 


“In late issues of 


Magazine Roman 


Catholic Church is unusually aggres- 


you say the 


sive in this country this year. 
realized that 


I have 
small 
and you, of 
see it much more clearly from 
the prominent position you occupy in 
reference to that Church. We 
not however, 
but pursue the even tenor of our way, 
trusting in 


from my oppor- 


tunity of observation, 


course, 


must 
be at all discouraged, 


God to bring all things 
out right in the end. Surely the God 
of our fathers is not on the side of 
idolatry and superstition. You right- 
ly say our dependence is on Almighty 
God, and He will take care of the re- 


sults. 


never forget that one with the Lord 
majority. The workers 
put into the field 
through the help of your Mission are 
something to be thankful for. May 
God give still greater results to your 
efforts. 
vain.” 


is a noble 


who have been 


Your labor has not been in 


We thank our friend for his ap- 
preciation of the work of Christ’s 
Mission. Something has been done, 
but a great deal more could be ac- 
complished with adequate means to 
extend the work. 
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All communications can be addressed to 
om A. O'Connor, Secretary of the 
oard of Trustees, at the Mission House. 
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